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(2) LEARNING OUTCOMES
Learning outcomes
The course learning outcomes, specific knowledge, skills and competences of an appropriate level, which the students will
acquire with the successful completion of the course are described.
Consult Appendix A
 Description of the level of learning outcomes for each qualifications cycle, according to the Qualifications Framework of
the European Higher Education Area
 Descriptors for Levels 6, 7 & 8 of the European Qualifications Framework for Lifelong Learning and Appendix B
 Guidelines for writing Learning Outcomes

The experience of health and illness is covered with emotions and motivates
practices within different cultural contexts, arousing the anthropological interest
more and more over the last decades.
The purpose of this seminar (lesson) is the anthropological approaches of health and
illness through ethnographic examples, with the aim of understanding the plurality
of notions health and illness within historical and cultural contexts.
The course aims to present and analyze ethnographic studies concerning body,
gender and biopolitics, while examining anthropological approaches of health and
illness from the late 19th century till present. Particular emphasis is placed on the
distinction between the concepts of disease/illness, interpretative models and
representations of health and illness, the construction of medical knowledge and
the emergence of biopolitics, the surveillance and self-surveillance of the body,

gender dimensions of illness, the construction of illness narratives and finally, the
illness as lived experience.
Students who successfully complete this course will be able to:
 Get familiarized with the theoretical and methodological issues of Medical
Anthropology/ Anthropology of Health.
 Analyze different types of medical practices as cultural systems.
 Understand the interpretive models and practices through peoples discourse
as well as through medical discourse.
 Recognize gender dimensions of health and illness.
 Examine the way biomedicine constructs health, illness and body.
 Conduct brief ethnographic exercise aimed at familiarizing with ethnographic
research on issues related to the experience of illness.

General Competences
Taking into consideration the general competences that the degree-holder must acquire (as these appear in the Diploma
Supplement and appear below), at which of the following does the course aim?
Search for, analysis and synthesis of data and
information, with the use of the necessary technology
Adapting to new situations
Decision-making
Working independently
Team work
Working in an international environment
Working in an interdisciplinary environment
Production of new research ideas

Project planning and management
Respect for difference and multiculturalism
Respect for the natural environment
Showing social, professional and ethical responsibility and
sensitivity to gender issues
Criticism and self-criticism
Production of free, creative and inductive thinking
……
Others…
…….

Production of new research ideas
Criticism and self-critisicm
Production of free, creative and inductive thinking

(3) SYLLABUS

1. Course presentation: Goals, Topics, Introduction to Medical Anthropology/
Anthropology of Health.
2. Representation of Health and Illness – Interpretative models
3. Representation of Health and Illness – Interpretative models (part two).
4. Normalization and Biopower. The construction of medical knowledge /
Therapeutic pluralism
5. History of the female body in medical science.
6. The medicalization of body: the emergence of biomedical body – body under
surveillance.
7. Body within limits: the anthropological example of transplants and organ
donation. Medicalization of aging.
8. Illness narrative construction – chronic illness: Ethnographic approaches of
cancer.
9. Biopolitics: Biomedicalization – Biosociality – Biological citizenship.
10. Ethnography: Life Exposed: Biological Citizens After Chernobyl (Adriana Petryna).
11. Discussion and fieldwork preparation.
12. Oral presentations
13. Oral presentations.

TEACHING and LEARNING METHODS - EVALUATION
DELIVERY
Face-to-face, Distance learning, etc.

USE OF INFORMATION AND
COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY

Face-to-face
Use of online platform open eclass

Use of ICT in teaching, laboratory education,
communication with students

TEACHING METHODS
The manner and methods of teaching are
described in detail.
Lectures, seminars, laboratory practice,
fieldwork, study and analysis of bibliography,
tutorials, placements, clinical practice, art
workshop, interactive teaching, educational
visits, project, essay writing, artistic creativity,
etc.

Activity

Seminars
Study and analysis of
bibliography
Essay writing
Fieldwork

Semester workload
39
45
40
26

The student's study hours for each learning
activity are given as well as the hours of nondirected study according to the principles of the
ECTS

Course total

150

STUDENT PERFORMANCE
EVALUATION
Description of the evaluation procedure
Language of evaluation, methods of
evaluation, summative or conclusive, multiple
choice questionnaires, short-answer questions,
open-ended questions, problem solving, written
work, essay/report, oral examination, public
presentation,
laboratory
work,
clinical
examination of patient, art interpretation,
other
Specifically-defined evaluation criteria are
given, and if and where they are accessible to
students.

Language of evaluation: Greek
Methods of evaluation:
A. Course participation and oral presentation (30%
of the total score)
B. 1st essay (1800-2000 words) (20% of the total
score) Students will be able to draw on the
themes examined in part I.
C. 2nd essay (1800-2000 words) (20% of the total
score) Students will be able to draw on the
themes examined in part II.
D. 3rd essay (2500-3000 words) (30% of the total
score) Students are expected to conduct fieldwork
as an ethnographic exercise and proceed to
written and oral presentation.
The above-mentioned criteria are expressed in
oral and written form at the beginning of the
course and are accessible to the students.
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